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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments None

Minor REVISION comments None

Optional/General comments 1. It would be interesting to know the mortalityrate of adult febrile illness in the hospital settingand the contribution of each of the maincontributing agents.
2. Very few health facilities in Sub Saharan Africahave facilities for blood culture and referral ofsuch patients to facilities where blood culture isdone is, many a times impractical. What are thepolicy implications of this study to the Ministryof Health in Malawi in particular and SubSaharan Africa, in general?

1. We agree that it would be interesting to knowthe mortality rate of febrile illness. Currently thisdata is not available. But there is a strategyplanning ongoing to improve hospital diagnosticdocumentation for all types of diseases includingmortality.2. Based on this study a process is ongoing atKamuzu Central Hospital to establish hospital-wide surveillance of bloodstream infections. Theresults are intended to inform other institutionse.g. district health facilities for empiric antibiotictreatment.


